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Vandalism acts
worsen draught in
Moutse Villages

Residents of Moutse have expressed shock over a vandalized water
pump station in Waalkraal, which causes serious water shortages in the
already draught stricken area. The pump station used to draw water from
the dried-up Mkhombo Dam and supplies both Moutse East and West
Villages. A community leader, Ali Maloba, said during their assessment
on the status of water following persistent rains,they discovered that
the Waalkraal pump station is in a state of despair with all important
equipment missing. “The vandalism is seemingly at 80%, with water
pumping machinery, including motors, all stolen,” he said. Maloba said
the security personnel working there indicated that in most instances,
they are attacked or ambushed by not less than 30 heavily armed men,
clearly indicating that the vandalism mission is well planned.”The un-
fortunate part is that in order for Moutse East and West to have water,
they all depend on this pump station,” he said. According to Maloba,
acts of internal planned sabotage from government could not be ruled
out in these criminal acts. Maloba said they pleaded with Sekhukhune
District Municipalityto consider applying and developing a new plant
from Loskop daminstead of fixing the Waalkraal pump station.”It
must be noted that this marks the 5th year the community of Moutse
East and West being without bulk supply, whereby pensioners, grant
recipients andpeople living with disability continue to buy water from
private companies daily. They are charged R500-00 to refilla 2400 litre
tank,” he said. When contacted for a comment, Sekhukhune District
Municipality Spokesperson, Moloko Moloto, referred the paper to Dr
JS Moroka Local Municipality. The Dr JS Moroka Local Municipality
was not available for a comment at the time of going to press.

The vandalized pump station at Waalkraal in Moutse,
resulting in the community experiencing a serious short-
age of water.
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Tragic accident claims lives of three Highshool
Ben Viljoen matriculants

Three matric learners from Highschool Ben Viljoen in Groblersdal have died in a horrific accident that happened on
Friday 3 December. JG Greyling, Stiaan Grobler and Conrad Meiring perished in the tragic accident that occurred in the
Western Cape. Reports indicate that four learners were in the car at the time of the accident. Adrian Myburg sustained
serious injuries and the other three succumbed to their injuries. The boys were believed to have been on holidays in the
Western Cape after completing their matric exams on Wednesday 1 December. According to Captain Malcolm Potjie,
Western Cape Provincial Police Spokesperson, the victims were driving in a Lexus. The vehicle lost control between
Glentana and George along the N2 Road. He said JG, Stiaan and Conrad were certified dead on the scene and Adrian
Myburg was admitted in hospital. Highschool Ben Viljoen has on Sunday 5 December confirmed the tragic loss on their
Facebook page. “A silence descended on Highschool Ben Viljoen and the community. With great sadness we learned
of the passing of JG Greyling, Stiaan Grobler and Conrad Meiring in a car accident on 3 December. It’s a sad day with
the loss of these young men, Learners for whom adventure was part of their way of life. With a smile they tackled life,
each with its own future dreams and ideals. Always well mannered and respectful, stalwarts on various terrains. Our
hearts go out to their families. Words fall short but these learners will live on in all of our hearts,” said the school. MEC
for Education Department in Limpopo, Polly Boshielo, sent her heartfelt condolences to the families, friends and the
school. “This is really sad news, that we are all still trying to come to terms with. We are truly heartbroken to have lost
these young people who were preparing to conquer the world, after finishing their National Senior Certificate (NSC)
Examinations. This is a loss not only to their families, but to the entire school community and us as a department,” she
said. Boshielo went on and said: “Our deepest condolences go out to their families, friends and the school. We pray that
they be granted strength to get through this difficult time. We are also thankful for the life of the learner who survived
and wish him a speedy recovery,” she said. Boshielo assured that the Department of Education Office in Sekhukhune
District is in touch with the school and working on arrangements for provision of Psycho- social counselling for those
in need. The victims’ wreath-laying ceremony was held at the school’s premises on Tuesday 7 December, with teachers,
learners, representatives from the Limpopo Department of Education and community members attending.

Head on collision claims four lives at Moteti

A horrific head on collision accident between a Light Delivery Vehicle (LDV) and a VW sedan left four men dead.
- - The accident occurred in the late hours of Monday 29 November on the notorious R573 Road between Moteti and
- e 3 L —— Kwaggafontein. “The crash occurred just before 18:30 and the deceased were certified dead on the scene,” said Moeti
The wr GCkage L i Mmusi, Spokesperson for Mpumalanga Department of Community Safety, Security and Liaison. Mmusi said during
the vehicl esf- that™ - ey ra d the accident, the LDV caught fire upon impact but the driver, who was the only occupant, was ejected out of the vehicle
were bur ned. l_)e: i . Sl B before it caught fire and unfortunately, he later succumbed to his injuries. “The four deceased includes both drivers
yond recognition . | = g ‘- R and two passengers who were occupants in the sedan. The traffic officers were immediately deployed to the scene to
in an accident | 7 A :' = : redirect traffic as the road was temporary closed. Furthermore, various emergency personnel were also deployed to
that claimed lives e T ; : the scene,” added Mmusi. He said the cause of the crash is still unknown but the probe has already commenced.Mpu-
of five people on . _ = ! ; malanga MEC for Community Safety, Security and Liaison, Vusi Shongwe, has urged motorists to be more cautious
the R573 between a on the road especially after sunset when visibility is reduced. “Motorists are called upon to exercise due diligence and
Moteti a."d Kwag- ¢ also obey the rules. They need to also adjust their driving to various prevailing conditions on the road,” said Shongwe.
gafontein. The MEC also sent his heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families.
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Highschool Ben Viljoen matriculants, JG Greyling, Stiaan
Grobler and Conrad Meiring passed away in a horrific
car crash that occurred in the Western Cape on Friday 3
December.
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Makhuduthamaganew councillors attend induction programme

Newly elected councillors of Makhuduthamaga Local Municipality were taken through a co-
ordinated induction programme organized by the South African Local Government Association
(SALGA). The programme was organized at the municipality offices on Monday 29 November,
with Deputy Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (Cogta), Thembi
Simelane-Nkadimeng attending. The programme was established by SAGA to capacitate new
elected councillors with general knowledge and understanding of their leadership role and
legislations that guides local government. Among other things, councillors are capacitated
on the leadership role, legislations that are applicable within the space they will be operating
in as well as developmental local government and service delivery. During the induction ses-
sion, Deputy Minister Simelane-Nkadimeng encouraged Councillors to equip themselves with
municipal processes and the overall South African local government system. “But also for our
councillors should prioritize education and register with Institutions of higher learning and
capacitate themselves further.The reality is education is a personal developmental choice. It
is entirely up to you to embrace this opportunity and continue to equip yourselves,” she said.
The deputy minister also urged councillors to put aside their political differences and become
public representatives that will work towards a common purpose, by formulating policies that
will impact the lives of the communities for the better.

DA to question high unemployment rate issues in the Legislature
The Democratic Alliance (DA) in Limpopo, says it will table a motion with notice during the
upcoming Legislature sitting to debate the high rate of unemployment in the province, the
ineptness of the provincial government and its entities to effectively compete with the private
sector and the failure of government to create a conducing environment for investment and
job creation.According toRisham Maharaj, DA Spokesperson in the office of the premier,
the opposition party is concerned about the rapid increase of unemployment in the province.
“The third term’s Quarterly Labour Force Survey (QLFS), released recently, revealed that
Limpopo’s expanded unemployment rate has risen to 54.5%, a year-on-year increase of 7.6
percentage points,” he said. Maharaj added that Limpopo further recorded the second largest
increase in the official unemployment rate in the third quarter, wherein it was an increase of
up 2.1 percentage points from 30.4% to 32.5%.”These statistics effectively mean that out of
a workforce of 3 890 000, just over a million people are employed,” informed Maharaj. He
indicated that all sectors, with the exception of construction, experienced quarter-to-quarter
losses in employment affecting the Agriculture industry where 20 000 jobs were lost,Mining
sector with 11 000 jobs lost,Manufacturing industry where 12 000 lost their jobs, Trade industry
with 31 000 loss of jobs, Community and social services where 37 000 lost their jobs and in
the Private households sector where 19 000 people lost their jobs.”It is extremely concerning
that despite heavy job losses over the past 18 months, Premier Stanley Mathabatha has not yet
changed Limpopo’s trajectory,” Maharaj said. Maharaj indicated that despite a dwindling tax
base, a stagnant Gross Domestic Product (GDP), two dormant Special Economic Zones (SEZ),
bankrupt government subsidiaries and a bloated public sector wage bill, it is still just business
as usual for the premier and his executive.”During the debate on the unemployment pandemic,
the DA will put forward implementable plans that will get things done and effect real change
to people’s lives and not just a barrage of empty promises,” he said.
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Newly inaugurated Executlve Mayor promlses to clean up corruptlon

The newly inaugurated Executive Mayor of Sekhukhune District
Municipality, Cllr Keamotseng Stanley Ramaila, said the district mu-
nicipality will fight decisively against corrupt councillors and officials.
Ramailawas speaking during his inauguration ceremony at the Groblers-
dal Agricultural Hall on Thursday 2 December. “The residents of our
district are tired of having their district municipality hogging media
headlines for all the wrong reasons.They have had enough of this em-
barrassing news of millions of rand which are meant to provide them
with services, disappearing,” he said. In 2018, the Sekhukhune District
Municipality lost the excess of R5.4 Million, which was deposited
into wrong bank accounts instead of service providers’ accounts. Four
officials were suspended in relation to corruption charges and a case
against them is still underway. However, the district municipality man-
aged to recover 90 percent of the stolen money. A year later in 2019,

Injuries and Diseases Act, was also deposited in a fraudulent account.
No one has been charged and the money was never recovered. Ramaila
assured residents of Sekhukhune that corruption and maladministra-
tion will not be tolerated. “Absolutely no one, is entitled to steal from
our people, irrespective of positions they hold, their social or political
standing,” he said.

Ramaila indicated that the district municipality will be operating in line
withremarks made by President Cyril Ramaphosa in which among other
things include; dealing decisively and immediately with corruption,
mismanagement, waste, and under-performance, removing from office
those who fail to do what they are paid to do. “This is not a threat of
a purge. Many of our municipal officials are dedicated, hardworking
and ethical and they have absolutely nothing to worry about.But those
who have their hands in the cookie jar, must know that their days are

R12 Million, which was meant for Compensation for Occupational numbered,” he said.

Search operation for missing 19-year-
old woman

The Police in Hlogotlououtside Monsterlushave launched a search operation to locate a missing
19-year-old woman named, Andiswa Zulu. According to the police, the victim, from Eenzaam-
Village has gone missing in March 2021 and was never seen again. “The victim allegedly left
home going to St Rita’s Hospital to give birth on 3 March 2021 at around 15:30. Her mother
reportedly went to the hospital later to check on her but was informed that her daughter was
never admitted in that hospital,” said Constable MaphureManamela, Limpopo Provincial Police
Spokesperson. Manamela added that it was also reported that the mother spoken to the victim
over the phone on 29 April 2021 and since then, her phone is going straight to voicemail and
her whereabouts are unknown.”She was last seen wearing long floral dress with brown jersey
and pink sandals. Police conducted search operations at relatives, friends and the surround-
ing areas with no success,” Manamela explained. She said anyone with information that can
assist the police to locate the whereabouts
of the missing woman, may contact Captain
Mokgwatsane on 082 680 9651, the crime stop
number 0860010111, the nearest police station
or make use of MySAPSApp. “The police
investigations and search operations are still
continuing,” she said.

The police in Hlogotiout request the
community to help in locating the
whereabouts of the missing 19-year-
old Andiswa Zulu.
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Tombstone troubles cause
unveiling postponements

Several families from villages surrounding
Groblersdal have had to postpone their unveil-
ing ceremonies because the company where
they bought their tombstones from failed to
deliver as promised.

The families claim they bought their tomb-
stones at Valley Tombstone in Groblersdal
and the company undertook to erect the stones
within three months. But some families claim
they have been waiting for over two years for
their stones to be erected. Collin Kgrariya, from
Tafelkop outside Groblersdal, claims he paid
the company R8 500-00 in August 2019. “The
company promised to deliver the tombstone
in April 2020 and based on this assurance, we
decided on the date of the unveiling ceremony,
which passed without the tombstone been
erected,” he said.

Kgariyasaid he had been sent from pillarto post
ever since when visiting the company to get

ﬂqywwiuc202l
Ilub@ #appy 20%2

answers about the delay. Another disgruntled
customer, Emmanuel Radingwane, said he
paid the company R12 000 cash and has been
waiting for his tombstone since May 2021. “I
was promised the tombstone will be erected
within three months. They keep on postponing
the delivery date everytime when I contact
them,” he said.

Radingwane added that he had to postpone
his unveiling ceremony because the company
failed to deliver the tombstone in time. “Last
time I suggested if they can refund my money
and they refused and promised to deliver in
the next few days. They always fail to honour
their promise. I’m now thinking of taking a
legal route because seemingly, they will not
erect the tombstone at all,” he said.

Valley Tombstone was not immediately avail-
able as both their cellphones rang unanswered.
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Sekhukhune selects Under-17 regional

women’s football team

The SAB SAFA Sekhukhune Women’s Regional League, has on Sunday 5 December held the
selection of players who will be forming the regional Under-17 squad that will be competing
with other four regions in Limpopo. The selections were held at the Jane Furse Artificial pitch,
with players from all the eight women football teams from Sekhukhune trying their luck of be-
ing selected. SAFA Sekhukhune Regional League Coordinator, Frank Maredi, said a total of 22
players were selected during the day. “The selection panel was formed by professional women
coaches who were given the platform because they are used to women football and know the
players better,” he said. He said the body is satisfied with the 22 selected players and are confident
that they are determined to represent Sekhukhune with honour. “The players will form part of
the provincial selections that will be held on 28 February 2021 around Sekhukhune. The venue
of the selections is yet to be decided,” said Maredi. He added that Sekhukhune players who will
be selected during the provincial selections, will form part of the Limpopo Provincial Under-17
squad that will be participating with other provinces early next year. “Friendly matches with
professional women football teams from Sasol and Hollywood Leagues will be organized to keep
the players fit, mneanwhile we are awaiting the provincial selections in February,” Maredi said. He
encouraged other women football coaches to come and register their teams in the SAFA Sekhuk-
hune Women’s Regional League, which is currently underway in all the four local municipali-

- 9 ties of Sekhukhune
District Municipality.
“This will increase
chances of players
to be selected in the
region, province and
even in the national
squad in the near
future,” he said.

The SAB SAFA Sekhukhune Women’s Regional League held selections of play-
ers who will form a squad to represent the region in the provincial selections.
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Phafogang Daycare Centre holds
graduations

Children were thecentre of attraction when Phafogang Daycare Centre at Klopper Village in
Moutse West, held a graduation ceremony for 29 children.

The event was held at the centre’s premises on Saturday 4 December with parents and other
community members attending. Beautiful reactions marked the ceremony with joyful children
performing various activities including songs and dance to entertain their parents and educators,
followed by valedictory speeches and storytelling. The graduates were later awarded certificates
of'achievement and progress reports before they could start with Grade R schooling in various
primary schools in the 2022 academic year. The children were also showered with various gifts
from families and friends who were attending the graduation ceremony. Phafogang Daycare Centre
Principal, Sophy Mathebela, who delivered a motivational speech during the event, said the day
was important for the children as they were preparmg for their journey to primary schools. Mathab-
ela shared her joyful :
life experiences with
the little ones before
she tendered special
thanks to everyone
who attended and
wished the children
well in their future
endeavors. Since its
inception in 2009,
the daycare centre
serves children from
Klopper, Keerom and
Mokgwaneng Vil-
lages. It caters for
children from the age
of 0 to four.

Graduates from Phafogang Daycare Centre in Klopper Vil-
lage performing a music item during the farewell ceremony
at the centre premises in the village.
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Sekhukhune invented sport, TUPS Sport Fed- 9 : . "."_

eration, will on Monday 27 December 2021,
host the Rakgoadi Pele TUPS Championship
. ALIFDRNT N cArtum moxs
Cup Tournament at the Tups City Sport Pre- I | il e Luren SraTH
cinct in Jane Furse, to compliment the brand . .l T _ 15999
message of Rakgoadi Progressive Bakery. The | 3 ;i ] i ?
tournament will be held under the theme: “Local
is Lekker” and will see all the 24 Pro’ TUPS
League clubs participating. TUPS inventor,
PulengMmotla, said the strategic objective of
Rakgoadi Pele TUPS Championship Cup is to
partner with Rakgoadi Brand to grow theirnew
and emerging sporting code, from the humble
beginnings in the villages of Makhuduthamaga S -
in Limpopo into a globally recognized, played ' { {Ls ) o - ;
and enjoyed sporting experience.” The prospec- ) 1 s
tive partnership with Rakgoadi will also bolder e =l ' #1 I | l‘_‘
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the sporting esteem of TUPS athletes, as well as . .I. ey

partners who have been sustaining the league ; . - y SRR 1418 | ETD
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and outreach programmes of the sporting code = Sl = _ e - s !:’..{," bl |l 17
throughout the year,” explained Mmotla. He : T AR . 4 139

: . : 129*9
said the idea to host the Rakgoadi Pele TUPS ] _ i
Championship Cupis to first focus effort across i
communities in the Limpopo Province, where : o ’
the clubs are loc.ated geographically, legibility =" _ ; . JIE'TUWS_ F m?g
of'the participation of these clubs started from | A 3 - o : AL b 1 0L L BT
ward 1eve.1 a.lnd .II.IOVI:’lg Wlth clus.ters apd a.ll o e - . e - - iF reyrmere 0 stnowceow
local municipalities. “This means investing in s ] ) . (5~ O D RERTY O GOLD
the Rakgoadi Pele TUPS Championship Cup,  fi§ ol 00
the brand will be automatically reach more [ J L K 29 - 40
communities and the meaningful conversations A - g e . N = .

about the pride of Limpopo will take shape : : i e - - |y S <
. e I
acrossvillages,” he said. According to Mmotla, Suzuki Groblersdal'will'‘be open,throughout'December. i i ﬁ.‘ xS
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by carrying TUPS on its giant shoulders, theR- y: '-q.a:_‘l-a A Januaw 2[)22 e N2 @ = *‘; %‘i .

akgoadi Progressive Bakery will help to raise - - .
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the catapult and profile of the new sporting = B B E:D
code from its current level to greater heights. L i
“The League’s branding plan with Rakgoadi
Progressive Bakery is to put more efforts on

education and awareness about healthy meals,”
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he said. Mmotla assured that the venue of the g ) ' ¥, i T8 :

tournament will be fully compliant with the “W ~ / ﬁ ’7/"{“’7—%\;}‘. L8 1 =5 =  pinic FE§

Covid-19 health regulations to ensure safety b / '!'W / :? 4 16 ¢ Wﬁ)
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of participants and those who will be sup- e, A b
porting the games. “The ideal venue for the :_. 'rLL"ﬂl,’f‘E
championship cup is TUPSCity Sport situated

in Marulaneng, Jane Furse. The venue’s entry
is monitored by marshals and security, which 7 3?995
will help the organizing team to comply with T

the maximum attendance of 2000 people for

outdoor events, in accordance with Covid-19

regulations,” Mmotla informed. Mmotla said

the main event of the Rakgoadi Pele TUPS

Championship Cup will be characterized by

the branding of 120 Players’ bibs, which will

carry the messages of Rakgoadi and TUPS on

the chest and torso area and the mural painting

of Tups City Sport Precinct where the main

championship games will be played. “Otherim-

portant features of the day will be the re-launch

of the social media pages (Twitter, Facebook

and Instagram) with constant updates of the

build-up, the main event and the post-event

activities including the new season. Re-launch

the TUPS Sport website and prominently fea-

ture the brand collaboration partnership with

Rakgoadi Progressive Bakery,” he said.
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TUPS clubs from various parts of
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Golf clash at the Sekhukhune Golf

DevelopmentDay Tournament

The Sekhukhune Caddywise Golf Club, Naboom Spruit Club,Middleburg Golf Club and
Witbank Golf Club clashed at the Sekhukhune Golf Development Day Tournament organized
at Marble Hall Golf Course on Sunday 28 November. The matches started at 9am under the
Individual Point System (IPS), with each side pitching a player representing them on the field.
Naboom started by dominating the matches from the on-set, with their players making the most
longest-drives. Sekhukhune Caddywisetried to catch-up using a home ground advantage by
the likes of Lucky Malesoene but Naboom kept on the dominance until the end of the matches.
Naboom won the tournament with most of their players leading the IPS, followed by Sekhuk-
hune in second, Middleburg came third and Witbank was fourth. The majority of individual
winners from Naboom walked away with prizes and hampers from various sponsors includ-
ing McCaine, Toyota and Dr Mahlakwane. Mr Campbell from the Marble Hall Golf Course
also contributed prizesto the winners and Coca cola sponsored the players with soft drinks.
Sekhukhune Caddywise Golf Club Coach, KwaajaMonama, said the tournament was organized
to forge relationship with other golf players from different parts of the country. “Many of the
players we hosted on the day were playing for the first time on the Marble Hall Golf Course
and they were impressed,” he said. Monama added that he believes that the sporting code is
the unifier of communities from different backgrounds. “By hosting tournaments of this nature,
we are aiming to promote a relationship with other gold clubs with an objective of getting as
many participants as we can so that the sporting code can grow in leaps and bounds,” he said.
Monama said the Sekhukhune Caddywise Golf Club players have organized a rehearsal match
at the Marble Hall Golf Club on 27 December 2021. “Golf loving people, young and old, from
different parts of Sekhukhune are invited to attend,” he said.

Cming from different parts of the country, some of the participants of the
Sekhukhune Golf Development Day Tournament during the matches at the
Marble Hall Golf Course.

117 Main Street, Marble Hall
0120009239
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